
GENERAL K. S. THIMAYYA
General Kodandera Subbayya Thimayya, Padma 

Bhushan, DSO was the sixth Chief of the Army Staff 
of the Indian Army from 1957 to 1961.  He had an 
impeccable combat record and is considered one of 
the most distinguished soldiers of the Indian Army.  
He was born in Madikeri, Coorg in Karnataka on 31 
March 1906.

General Thimayya was commissioned into the 
Indian Army on 04 February 1926, and posted to the 
4th Battalion of the 19th Hyderabad Regiment (later 4 
KUMAON).  He commanded the 8th Battalion of the 
19th Hyderabad Regiment during the Second World 
War in Burma.  Under his outstanding leadership, 
the Battalion achieved notable success in Battle of 
KANGAW.  He was awarded the coveted Distinguished 
Service Order (DSO) and a Mention-in-Dispatches.  
He represented the country during surrender of the 
Japanese in Singapore and Philippines.  

He took over the command of 19 Infantry Division 
in Jammu & Kashmir where he played a pivotal role 
in driving the raiders and the Pakistan Army out of 
the Kashmir Valley. Personally leading the surprise 
attack on Zoji La on 1 November 1948 by a Brigade 
with Stuart Light Tanks of the 7th Light Cavalry, he 
succeeded in driving out the entrenched raiders and 
Pakistan Army regulars, resulting in the eventual 
capture of Dras, Kargil and Leh.  

Subsequently, General Thimayya served as the 
Commandant of the prestigious Indian Military 
Academy, Dehradun and on 1 October 1951, was 

appointed the Quartermaster General. He was 
specially selected by the United Nations to head the 
Neutral Nations Repatriation Commission in Korea, 
where his role was widely acknowledged by the 
international community.  In 1954, he was awarded 
the Padma Bhushan for his distinguished services.  
General K. S. Thimayya, DSO assumed charge of the 
Indian Army, as the sixth Chief of the Army Staff, on 
07 May 1957, and retired on 07 May 1961.

After retirement, based on his stellar and notable 
performance in Korea, he was appointed as the 
Commander of UN Forces in Cyprus (UNFICYP) in 
July 1964. He died during his tenure at UNFICYP on 
07 December 1965.

General Thimayya’s accomplishments in all 
domains, be it military career, diplomatic assignment, 
international co-operation or civil administration, 
make him one of the most distinguished personalities 
of India. General K. S. Thimayya, DSO was and remains 
as the source of inspiration to generations of Indians. 

Department of Posts is pleased to issue 
Commemorative Postage Stamp on General K. S. 
Thimayya, DSO and salutes his immense contribution 
to the country and to the pride of every Indian.
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tujy ds- ,l- fFkeS;k

in~eHkw"k.k iqjLdkj ls lEekfur] tujy dksMUMsjk 
lqcS;k fFkeS;k] Mh,lvks 1957 ls 1961 rd Hkkjrh; lsuk 
ds NBs lsuk/;{k jgsA ;q) ds eSnku esa mudk fjdkMZ 
csgrjhu FkkA mudk uke Hkkjrh; lsuk ds fof'k"V lSfudksa 
esa fxuk tkrk gSA tujy fFkeS;k dk tUe 31 ekpZ] 1906 
dks dukZVd ds efndsjh] dwxZ esa gqvkA 

tujy fFkeS;k 04 Qjojh] 1926 dks Hkkjrh; lsuk 
esa deh'ku gq, vkSj mUgsa 19oha gSnjkckn jsftesaV ¼ckn esa 
4 dqekaÅ½ dh pkSFkh cVkfy;u esa rSukr fd;k x;kA f}
rh; fo'o ;q) ds nkSjku tujy fFkeS;k us cekZ esa 19oha 
gSnjkckn jsthesaV dh 8oha cVkfy;u dh deku laHkkyhA 
muds mR—"V usr̀Ro esa cVkfy;u dks dkax‚ ds ;q) esa egRoiw.
kZ fot; gkfly gqbZA mUgsa fof'k"V lsok vkMZj ¼Mh,lvks½ 
vkSj esa'ku&bu&fMLiSpst iqjLdkj ls lEekfur fd;k 
x;kA tujy fFkeS;k us flaxkiqj vkSj fQyhihal esa tkikuh 
QkStksa ds vkReleiZ.k ds nkSjku] Hkkjr dk çfrfuf/kRo Hkh 
fd;kA 

tujy fFkeS;k us tEew ,oa d'ehj esa 19 bUQSaVªh 
fMohtu dh deku laHkkyh] tgka mUgksaus dckbfy;ksa vkSj 
ikfdLrkuh lsuk dks d'ehj ?kkVh ls [knsM+ Hkxkus esa 
egRoiw.kZ Hkwfedk fuHkkbZA tujy fFkeS;k us 1 uoacj] 1948 
dks 7oha ykbV dSoyjh ds LVqvVZ ykbV VSad ds lkFk 
fczxsM dk Lo;a usr`Ro djrs gq, ^tksth yk* ij vkSpd 
geyk fd;k vkSj ogka Nqis dckbfy;ksa vkSj ikfdLrkuh 
lSfudksa dks [knsM+ Hkxkus esa lQyrk gkfly dh] ftlds 
QyLo:i] ækl] dkjfxy vkSj ysg ij fu;a=.k tek ikuk 
laHko gks ik;kA

rRi'pkr~] tujy fFkeS;k us çfrf"Br ^bafM;u fefyVªh 
vdkneh] nsgjknwu* ds dekaMsaV ds :i esa dk;ZHkkj laHkkykA 

1 väwcj] 1951 dks mUgsa DokVZjekLVj tujy fu;qä 
fd;k x;kA la;qä jk"Vª }kjk mUgsa fo'ks"k :i ls dksfj;k 
esa U;wVªy us'kUl fjisfVª,'ku deh'ku dk usr`Ro djus gsrq 
pquk x;kA muds }kjk ogka fd, x, dk;Z dh varjjk"Vªh; 
leqnk; }kjk O;kid :i ls ljkguk dh xbZA 1954 esa 
tujy fFkeS;k dks fof'k"V lsok çnku djus gsrq in~eHkw"k.k 
ls lEekfur fd;k x;kA 07 ebZ] 1957 dks tujy ds- ,l- 
fFkeS;k] Mh,lvks us Hkkjrh; lsuk ds NBs Fky lsuk/;{k ds 
:i esa deku laHkkyhA os 07 ebZ] 1961 dks lsokfuo`Ùk gq,A

tujy fFkeS;k ds dksfj;k esa 'kkunkj vkSj mYys[kuh; 
çn'kZu dks ns[krs gq,] mUgsa lsokfuo`fÙk ds ckn tqykbZ] 
1964 esa ^;w,u,QvkbZlhokbZih* ds dekaMj ds :i esa 
fu;qä fd;k x;kA ;w,u,QvkbZlhokbZih esa vius dk;Zdky 
ds nkSjku] 07 fnlacj] 1965 dks tujy fFkeS;k dk fu/
ku gks x;kA

fofHkUu {ks=ksa tSls lsuk] jktuf;d dk;Z] varjjk"Vªh; 
lg;ksx rFkk flfoy ç'kklu esa tujy fFkeS;k dh mR—
"V miyfC/k;ksa ds ifj.kkeLo:i] mUgsa Hkkjr ds fof'k"V 
O;fäRoksa dh Js.kh esa fxuk tkrk gSA tujy ds- ,l- 
fFkeS;k] Hkkjr dh ihf<+;ksa ds fy, çsj.kk lzksr Fks vkSj jgsaxsA

Mkd foHkkx] tujy ds- ,l- fFkeS;k] Mh,lvks ij 
Lekjd Mkd&fVdV tkjh djrs gq, çlUurk dk vuqHko 
djrk gS vkSj çR;sd Hkkjrh; dk eLrd xoZ ls Åapk djus 
rFkk ns'k ds çfr muds vikj ;ksxnku dks lyke djrk 
gSA
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